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MPCA mission

Protect and improve the environment and enhance human health.



What is a Brownfield, and how does it impact communities?



What is a Brownfield Site?

An abandoned or underutilized property whose redevelopment is hindered 
by real or perceived environmental contamination. 



Environmental Benefits

• Cleanup/Reduce threat to public 
health

• Responsible growth and saving 
land from destructive sprawl 
development

• Air quality improvements
• Saving energy and reducing 

greenhouse gases
• Water quality impact 

improvement by reducing runoff



https://www.pca.state.mn.us/about-mpca/whats-in-my-neighborhood

Contaminant Exposure

Brownfields may contain hazardous 
substances such as heavy metals, 
petroleum products, or chemicals 
from past industrial activities.



Environmental Contaminants

env-contaminants-found-often-at-brownfields-2023.pdf env-contaminants-found-often-at-brownfields-2023.pdf



Exposure Pathways

The risks associated with brownfields stem from the potential exposure to hazardous substances present at 
these sites, affecting nearby communities, wildlife and ecosystems. 

Soil-human health pathway

Soil leaching pathway

Vapor intrusion pathway

Groundwater pathway



Potential Health Effects

env-contaminants-found-often-at-brownfields-2023.pdf



Safety Risks

1.Abandoned structures, open 
foundations, and deteriorating 
infrastructure on brownfield sites pose 
safety hazards.

2.Such sites invite improper waste 
disposal that adds to the risks.

3.Brownfields near flood zones or natural 
hazard areas can spread contaminants 
and contribute to structural 
deterioration.

https://www.pca.state.mn.us/about-mpca/whats-in-my-neighborhood



Environmental Health Risks

1.Soil and groundwater 
contamination, emissions, 
and waste deposits 
contribute to health risks.

2.These risks affect both 
current and future 
generations.

https://www.pca.state.mn.us/about-mpca/whats-in-my-neighborhood



Socio Economic Impacts 

1.Brownfields contribute to stigma about 
the neighborhood. 

2.Reduced investment and declining 
property values strain local governments’ 
ability to provide services in affected 
communities.

3.Residents may experience a deteriorating 
quality of life, or emotional difficulty in 
watching their neighborhood deteriorate. 

https://www.pca.state.mn.us/about-mpca/whats-in-my-neighborhood



Socioeconomic Impacts

• Lower-income Minnesotans, people in 
rural areas, people of color and Tribal 
communities may be at greater risk of 
experiencing pollution.

• We need to be intentional with our 
approach and:

• Better understand sources of 
pollution and risks

• Reduce pollution, improve livability

• Communicate and engage earlier, 
more often and more effectively



What's In My Neighborhood?

https://www.pca.state.mn.us/about-mpca/whats-in-my-neighborhood



What's In My Neighborhood?

https://www.pca.state.mn.us/about-mpca/whats-in-my-neighborhood
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DEED mission

To empower the growth of the Minnesota economy, for everyone.



Economic Consequences

• Vacant buildings
• Blight – affects surrounding 

community
• Job/tax loss
• Crime, vandalism, safety
• Sprawl – added costs of new 

infrastructure, school, housing



Economic Benefits

• Jobs, taxes, housing units!
• Blight removal
• Community revitalization – spur 

additional development
• Private investment, local or 

outside
• FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES!



Brownfields by the numbers

• MPCA estimates there are 
238 new brownfield sites 
each year

• 9,500 sites enrolled in the 
VIC Program have been 
cleaned and  redeveloped



Impacts and Benefits: Contamination Cleanup Program

DEED’s CCGP leveraged $6.89 BILLION

Job Creation:  Over 50,000 new or retained jobs

Housing Development:  More than 20,000 units

Tax Base:  $123 million

Property Value Increase:  Residential Property value increases @ 5-11.5% in surrounding areas



Impacts and Benefits: Redevelopment Grant Program

Jobs created and retained:  over 30,000

Tax Increase: over $61.6 million

Acres:  almost 1,500 acres

Housing:  Almost 10,000 units

Private Investment:  over $4 Billion



Questions?

Brownfield Outreach Team
651-757-2283
brownfieldgrants.mpca@state.mn.us

crystal.mogensen@state.mn.us



Questions?  

Kristin Lukes, Director

Brownfields and Redevelopment Unit

651-259-7451

Kristin.lukes@state.mn.us

https://mn.gov/deed/government/financial-assistance/cleanup/


