
   

 

Range Association of Municipalities & Schools 
Board Meeting Minutes 

  Thursday, April 24, 2025 – 6:00 P.M.  
Northeast Service Cooperative Building, Mt Iron, MN 

  

President Kalmi called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 

  

Roll Call of Board: 

Present: Barb Kalmi (ISD 319 Nashwauk/Keewatin); Jim Fisher (Town of McDavitt); Shane Hoff 

(City of Sliver Bay); Bob Berrini (Town of Morse); Emily Roose (City of Ely); Ryan Davies 

(Town of Harris); Dirk Davis (Town of Morcom); Cathy Erickson (City of Two Harbors); 

Gary Friedlieb (City of Virginia); Jed Holewa (City of Chisholm); Chris Koivisto (ISD 2412 

St Louis County); Lisa Kvas (ISD 712 Mt Iron/Buhl); Renee Loeffler (City of Buhl); Ron 

Pittman (Town of Cherry); John Rauzi (City of Eveleth); Noel Schmidt (ISD 2909 Rock 

Ridge Supt) 

Absent:  City of Hibbing; ISD 318 Grand Rapids – Supt; Town of Great Scott; ISD 696 Ely; ISD 695 

Chisholm; Town of Nashwauk; ISD 2711 Mesabi East; City of Aurora 

Also Present: Paul Peltier, Executive Director; Kristen Kranz, RAMS Admin Assistant; Rick Blake 

(Grand Rapids); Jenny Bourbonnais (City of Virginia); Keke Stephenson (IRRR); 

Whitney Ridlon (IRRR); Harold Langowski (City of Ely); Rick Crom (NTS); Elizabeth 

Caple (Town of Ellsburg); Jackie Monahan-Junek (City of Eveleth) 

(Persons highlighted were present in person; others were via Zoom.)  

 

Review and Approve Agenda: 

A motion to approve the agenda was made by Fisher and supported by Pittman. Motion carried.  

Approve Consent Agenda: 

A motion to approve the regular meeting minutes from March 27, 2025, was made by Holewa and 

supported by Pittman. Motion carried. 

Finance Committee Report: 

Hoff reported on the Finance Committee Meeting held on April 24, 2025. 

1. Expenditures for March 27 – April 23, 2025, totaling $17,562.49. 

2. Profit and Loss Budget vs Actual is 30.4%. 

3. Balance Sheet as of April 23, 2025, is $593,295.51. 

A motion to accept the financial reports was made by Kvas and supported by Friedlieb. Motion carried. 

Appearance: 



   

 

The Board was joined by The Iron Range Brownfields Coalition, which included IRRR Director of 

Community Development, Whitney Ridlon, IRRR Research Analyst, Keke Stephenson, Rick Crom (NTS), 

and several municipal members. The definition of a Brownfield is any property not currently being 

developed because of real or perceived environmental contamination (LTV is currently the largest 

Brownfield in the USA). The Coalition recently hosted a Brownfield Conference with 100 attendees.  

Director’s Report: 

Executive Director Peltier gave an update on his activities in April. Events that Peltier spoke about 

include the first RAMS Lobby Day and Ranger Party, the Brownfield Conference, schools/Legislators 

meeting, and the Permanent School Fund Committee meeting. Peltier gave the news that the new RAMS 

website was up and running and welcomed the new RAMS Members: Calumet Reclamation and 

Industrial Township. 

Old Business: 

• None. 

New Business: 

• Due to the unexpected death of RAMS Board Member Dan Goette, there is a vacancy on the 

Board of Directors. A nomination form will be sent out on Friday, April 25, 2025. Nominations 

are due by 5PM on Thursday, May 15, 2025. 

• Jeff Anderson (Costin Group) gave the Board an update on what is happening in the Legislature 

with one month to go before the session ends on May 19, 2025. A budget must be passed. The 

House wants no new taxes but the Senate plans to raise some taxes. Also note that 1/3 of 

Minnesota’s budget comes from Federal Money. A supermajority is needed to pass a bonding 

bill, and if passed, it will most likely be only for public infrastructure (water). There has been no 

legislation affecting forestry regulations. The Senate is discussing permitting reform, ATV 

development, and helium regulations. 

Board Member Updates/Member Floor Privileges: 

• Davis: there are 250 old landfill sites in St Louis County. 

• Friedlieb: it is essential the Essentia Health remain in Virginia; looking to hire a part time Airport 

Management position  

Next Meeting: 

• The next meeting will be at the Northeast Service Cooperative Building on May 22, 2025. 

Other: 

Adjournment: 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:45PM. 


